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How do you think Joseph and Mary responded to the Wise Men? Were 
they confused? Were they surprised that a few random Gentiles were asking 
to come into their house—and that, when they did come in, they bowed 
down and worshiped their child? Were their eyes aglow at the gifts these 
men brought? We don’t get any details to that end in Matthew’s account of 
the visit from the Wise Men. 

It might make you wonder, though. Up to this point in history, generally 
speaking, Gentiles were not considered part of the people of God. That was 
reserved for the people to whom God had made his covenant promises—the 
people of Israel. So, it would make sense if Joseph and Mary were a little 
repulsed at these men coming into their house. 

Is that the way we respond to some people? Are we repulsed by their 
mere presence—those who don’t have a job; someone who got caught up in 
drugs; a person who committed a sexual offense; a person with a different 
skin color? Maybe we try our best to put on a welcoming face, but our hearts 
often betray us. We might be tempted to think that because they appear or 
act differently than we do, there must be something wrong with them or, 
worse yet, they must not be loved by God. 

I don’t actually think that Joseph and Mary were nasty or mean to these 
men (realizing I have no Bible verses to prove that theory). However, if they 
would have responded negatively, that would go against the whole idea be-
hind this account being included in the revelation of God’s Word—that Jesus 
is the Savior of the NATIONS; he is the Redeemer of ALL; he came for      
EVERYONE. 

Continued on p. 2 

THE GENTILE CHRISTMAS  

%PIPHANY 
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EPIPHANY – The Gentile Christmas  
continued from pg 1 

Because of the importance and 
value that is placed on this day both 
in the Bible and throughout the his-
tory of the Christian Church, we will 
be trying something a little different 
this year at St. Paul’s. We will be 
having an Epiphany worship ser-
vice on the actual day of Epiphany: 
Thursday, January 6 at 6:30PM. We 
have also invited pastors and mem-
bers of other WELS congregations 
in the area to join us for this won-
derful worship opportunity. In a 
small way, perhaps it will serve as a 
reminder that we are not alone at St. 
Paul’s; there are many others in 
whom God has worked faith and 
many others who are serving in 
Christ’s name—and that’s just in 
central Wisconsin. 

Epiphany is often called the 
Gentile Christmas, because it’s on 
this day that we first start to see the 
scope of the salvation that Jesus 
would bring, broaden to those out-
side of the house of Israel. It’s worth 
celebrating because, quite frankly, 
we would not be saved if Gentiles 
were not included in God’s plan of 
salvation. But it’s worth celebrating 
for other reasons, too. One of those 
reasons is that it gives us an oppor-
tunity to remind others we meet that 
God doesn’t care about your pedi-
gree or your past. God puts no bar-
riers or blood tests on the path to 
heaven. He just invites all people, 
from all walks of life, from every 
city, tribe, nation, and place on 
earth to worship their Savior. 

~ Baptism ~ 
Ellis Autumn Wilson  

 

~ New Members ~ 
Bruce & Pat Jackson   

Emily Klein  
Ben & Kim Ristow  

their sons Matthew & Sebastian 
Jeanie Beer 

Please mark your calendars and 
plan to join us for this special ser-
vice. † 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Thursday, January 6 

At 6:30PM 

%PIPHANY 

SOCKS FOR CHRISTMAS 
by The Stewardship Committee 

Remember the anticipation of childhood as we gazed at the packages 
under the Christmas tree, hoping for that new toy or latest game?  Then as 
we grew older, the presents became more useful, until at some point, we 
probably even got new socks and underwear. Now, as adults, we would 
most likely welcome new socks, as it is something we use (almost?) daily, 
and they do wear out! 

That is the idea behind the St. Paul’s MinisTREE. Each of the 
boards was asked to provide 3 or 4 items from their area of ser-
vice that are useful in their ministries. They range from rather 
inexpensive items to items of considerable cost. These items, 
while perhaps not glamorous or exciting, are the “socks” that 
help run our God-pleasing ministry efforts here in Wisconsin 
Rapids. 

Take a moment and look at the envelopes hanging on the tree in the 
Welcome Center. If you feel so moved, take one of the items from the tree, 
and return it with your additional, Christmas gift offering to St. Paul’s. All 
gifts received will go to supplement current ministry plan offerings.   

Thank you for your continued support as a member of the St. Paul’s  
family! 
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On my desk, I have a stack of filled out 
Challenge Cards from our God-Lived Life 
stewardship series. That seems like it hap-
pened a year ago! But, surprisingly, it’s on-
ly been a few months. Over the course of 
those four months, I enjoyed seeing the re-
sponses on these cards; I was encouraged 
by the things that you chose to commit to 
doing after hearing God’s Word on the mat-
ter of a life of godly stewardship when it 
comes to God’s Word, service, hospitality, 
and finances. 

Perhaps you didn’t fill out a card. That’s 
fine. I realize that approach to stewardship 
doesn’t hit home for everybody. To those 
who did fill out at least one card, how has 

that been going? Did you create a new hab-
it of reading the Bible? Did you meet some-
one new at church? Maybe you gave a meal 
to someone in need, or you’ve evaluated 
your finances in light of God’s Word. If any 
of those things are true, I’m very happy that 
you have been blessed through these ef-
forts.  

 But it could also be true that you filled 
out one of the Challenge Cards…and that’s 
as far as it got. You had every intention of 
doing something, but things got busy or 
something else came up. You know what? 
That’s okay. Even if things have been for-
gotten or intentions have not been carried 
out, there’s always tomorrow or next week 

or next month. Because there is no time frame 
on the God-Lived Life. 

We may not be having services that are 
titled “A God-Lived Life,” but that doesn’t 
mean you couldn’t still pursue the things we 
talked about in those services. We may not 
be sending you weekly devotions about a 
God-Lived Life, but isn’t that title just another 
way of talking about the Christian’s life of 
love? Is this not how we are called to live 
every day, no matter what the theme of wor-
ship is from week to week and month to 
month? A God-Lived Life doesn’t end; we 
continue to live in thankful service to God for 
all he’s done.  

And the reason we do so is because a life 
lived for God never ends. When God has 
worked faith in our hearts so that we would 
no longer live for ourselves but for him who 
died for us and was raised again (2 Cor. 
5:15), we know and believe that we will live 
forever through that faith. What a blessing it 
is that our lives will never end because God 
lived and died for us! 

At some point in January, those who filled 
out Challenge Cards will receive them back 
in their mail slots. Check to see how you did. 
If you’ve already done what you said you 
would, there’s no harm in doing it again. If 
you didn’t quite get to where you wanted, 
there’s always the next day. There’s always 
time to live a God-lived life, until God brings 
us home to live with him forever. † 

He died for all,  
that those who live  

should no longer live for themselves  
but for him who died for them  

and was raised again.  
- 2 Corinthians 5:15 (NIV) 

A GOD-LIVED LIFE DOESN’T END  
By Pastor Lucas Proeber 
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preparing the scrumptious 
soup and fixins, as well as to 
everyone who brought those 
delicious desserts!  

Our next meeting will be held 
after the 2nd service on Sun-
day, January 9th.  This gather-
ing will be for all SPYs and 
their parents as we look at the 
necessary steps that need to be 
taken for the “Youth Ral-
ly.” (For more on this see the 
sidebar.) 

PART TWO 

 It is also with earthly sorrow 
yet unmitigated joy that my 
mother left this vail of tears to 
enter into eternal bliss with her 
Lord and Savior!  As Pastor 
Henzi of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Brillion so eloquently 
stated at her funeral, “Another 
saint has made it safely home!” 
On behalf of my sister and our 
entire family, we would like to 
extend to you a heart-filled 
“Thanks” for the many prayers, 
kind words, cards, and memo-
rials shared with us!   

May the good Lord be with us 
all so that, one day, we too can 
make it “safely home”!!  Merry 
Christmas everyone and a most 
blessed New Year!!! †  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

PART ONE   

If you recall in my article from 
last month, I spoke about my 
utter shock and disbelief that I 
was writing in the St. Paul Epis-
tle for the final time in 2021!  
Well, here we go again only 
this time it’s due to the fact that 
this update is for the year 2022! 
(Good thing we don’t write out 
too many checks anymore, be-
cause it will take me a bit to 
stop writing ’21!)   

Again, as you read through 
these articles, isn’t it almost 
surreal to imagine that we have 
already wrapped up our Ad-
vent worship services?!  Back 
on December 1st, twelve of our 
St Paul’s Youth (SPYs) were 
able to help at the first Advent 
meal.  From serving the meal, 
to waiting tables, and the clean
-up that followed, the ability to 
serve their fellow members, as 
well as their Lord, with a joyful 
attitude was oh so evident!  The 
freewill donations that were so 
generously given will go to-
ward this summer’s Interna-
tional Youth Rally that will be 
held in Knoxville, Tennessee!   

And, speaking of generous, a 
huge THANK YOU goes out to 
Kent and Kristie Schroeder for 
their efforts in purchasing and 

Parents & Teens: Learn more about the Youth Rally  
at the next SPYs meeting on Sunday, January 9 at 12:00PM. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT A YOUTH RALLY?  

Attendees come from huge churches 
in big cities and small churches in farming 
communities; from Alaska to Texas. And 
everywhere in between. No matter where 
you come FROM, when you come to-
gether at a youth rally, you’re home with 
your family of believers. You get to say 
the Lord’s Prayer and sing praises to our 
Savior with thousands of people. That 
WILL give you goosebumps.  

A youth rally is designed for teens. 
Workshops hit timely teen topics. Perfor-
mances and recreation are planned with 
teens in mind. There’s time to discuss is-
sues, time to eat, time to play frisbee, and 
time to just chill!  

Some have said that the youth rally 
changed their lives. We won’t go as far as 
to say that it WILL DEFINITELY change 
yours or the lives of our church’s teens. But 
it may: one may be motivated to pursue 
the ministry; another may meet a new 
lifelong friend; another may confide in a 
workshop leader about a struggle with 
temptation.  

Front and center at the youth rally is 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. God will use the 
youth rally as another experience that 
shapes the lives of teens.  
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FOUNDATIONS OF  
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

Winter Bible Information Class 

Beginning January 13th and running for 12 
weeks, Pastor Plagenz will hold a Bible information 
class Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the Resource 
Center. This class will walk through Foundations of the 
Christian Faith, a Bible information course comprising 
work from numerous pastors in our synod and com-
piled by Professor Luke Thompson.  

As the name suggests, these twelve lessons cov-
er the basics of Christianity and what we believe and 
teach at St. Paul’s. Three units divide the lessons into 
easy-to-digest segments by examining a broken and 
restored relationship, our vertical relationship with 
God, and our horizontal relationship with each other. 
Along with the lessons themselves, the course materi-
als also include a handy index of key terms, Luther’s 
Small Catechism, and a robust appendix of articles, 
charts, and diagrams covering topics from ancient Bi-
ble manuscripts to differences between modern 
churches. 

Whether you’ve been at St. Paul’s for weeks or 
decades, I guarantee this course and its materials will 
teach you something new. Come to be refreshed with 
the core teachings of the Bible and to “grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). Better yet, invite a friend to 
come study with you and learn the Foundations of the 
Christian Faith. † 

Pictured from left to right:  
dissecting a cow femur bone, 
untangling Christmas lights 
for the classroom, and       
practicing for the Christmas           
service.          

BE A PART OF  
WORLD MISSIONS 

San Carlos Apache Reservation  

Help Builders for Christ finish building two 
duplex buildings that will house called work-
ers at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church & School 

in Peridot, Arizona. Sign up for a few days or a few 
weeks! All skill levels are welcome, whether you have 
a background in construction or have never held a 
hammer! Learn more at kingdomworkers.com. 

Central Africa Medical Mission  

Stateside committee members are needed 
to help increase the mission’s exposure to 
WELS members and to potentially expand 

the mission into other areas of Africa. Interested indi-
viduals should have a background in one of these    
areas: marketing, graphic design, public health, inter-
national/global healthcare, non-profit fundraising, or   
operations. Learn more at www.camm.us. 
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 On the morning of December 4, St. Paul’s hosted a “Christmas For Kids.” 

 “Christmas for Kids” is designed to have parents drop their children off, 
then they go shopping, wrap presents, bake, etc. (to do list) without kiddos 
under their feet. 

The morning started with the children arriving. The first thing they did 
was use stickers and markers to decorate a white paper bag that they could 
carry around, put things in, and take home. The kids had a BLAST (who 
wouldn’t with stickers and markers)!! 

 After everyone arrived, the kids went and sat down in front of the church 
for an opening devotion and then a reading of the book “The Shepherds 
Shook in Their Shoes” (really neat book). We showed the pages of the book 
on the wall while the book was being read.  At the end of the activities each 
child was given a copy of the book. 

Next we split the kids up into 5 groups by age and sent them off to various 
activities which included: singing songs, playing games, bible story time, 
craft, and “Make a Snack” - sugar high!  

We ended the morning with a sing-a-long and closing devotion.  We of-
fered a lunch to the families and volunteers (fed around 50). 

 The Lord blessed the day with 41 children (age 3-10) from 19 families.  
We were also blessed with a full volunteer staff who helped with set up,     
registering kids, leading an activity, supervising kids, serving food, babysit-
ting 1-year-old children, and helping clean up. They are “Awesome” & 
“Terrific” and we appreciate and are thankful for them. THANKS AGAIN!!   
Also thanks to everyone who helped promote our Christmas for Kids.  You  
are greatly appreciated. 

“Thank You for Coming” cards were sent to all the kids that attended 
thanking them for joining us. Letters were also sent to the parents of the chil-
dren.  Included in these were a “Save the Date” card for Easter for Kids. 

We ask you for your prayers for our efforts moving forward with “Easter 
for Kids.” Please consider helping us with “Easter for Kids” on April 2, 2022. 
(more to follow). † 

KIDS ENJOY CHRISTMAS EVENT 
by the “Christmas for Kids” Director 

DISCOVER CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 
Northland Lutheran High School is holding tours on Sunday, Jan. 9.  SEE our purposeful 
Christian Character development. DISCOVER skill development for this life and eternity. 
EXPERIENCE premier Christ-centered education. Families with 7th and 8th graders are 
especially encouraged to attend; we would love to add you to the ranks of the Wildcats! 
Freshman Registration is January 18-19, 2022.  Sign your family up for a tour at NLHS.org!  
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CATECHISM   
CORNER 
What happens when hu-
mans die? 

Ecclesiastes 12:7   The dust goes back into 
the ground—just as it was before, and the 
spirit goes back to God who gave it. 

John 11:39  Lord, by this time there will be 
an odor, because it has been four days. 

Hebrews 9:27-28 And, just as it is appointed 
for people to die only once and after this 
comes the judgment, so also Christ was 
offered only once to take away the sins of 
many, and he will appear a second time—
without sin—to bring salvation to those 
who are eagerly waiting for him.  

Luke 23:43  Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell 
you: Today you will be with me in para-
dise.” 

Luke 16:22-23  Eventually the beggar died, 
and the angels carried him to Abraham’s 
side. The rich man also died and was bur-
ied. In hell, where he was in torment, he 
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far 
away and Lazarus at his side.  

At death the soul and body separate. The 
body decays. The soul is either in hell or 
with God in heaven. 

- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 

Current Expenses 
· In memory of Randy Pahl’s mother, Margaret Pahl, 

given by Stephanie Bathke,  Inge Johnson, and 
Marilyn Link 

· In memory of Robert Smolarek given by Lincoln 
High School 

· In thankfulness that their lives were spared in a car 
accident given by Jim & Inge Johnson 

Hymnal Fund 
·  In memory of Randy Pahl’s mother, Margaret Pahl, 

given by Mike & Judy Anderson 

SPECIAL GIFTS AND MEMORIALS 
Through December 12, 2021 

WHITE SALE AT DIME & DOLLAR 
By Jan Peronto 

We thank you for shopping at Dime and 
Dollar Thrift Store this holiday season.  Our 
first Christmas in Wisconsin Rapids has been 
successful and such a pleasure to meet new 
friends!  We are celebrating in January with a 
follow up “White Sale” on linen, bedding, pillows, towels, etc.  
We have a wide variety of sizes and colors to choose from, so 
after the decorations are put away consider changing your 
décor a bit to get you through the winter doldrums.  Add a 
new piece of artwork or lay down a new rug for the dog.  Add 
some warmth with a new candle holder and read a book or 
put together a puzzle while it is snowing outside.   

Effective January 3rd, we will have new hours at Dime & 
Dollar!  Visit us during the week from 10:00am – 4:00pm or on 
Saturdays from 10:00am – 2:00pm.  We will be closing at 
1:30pm on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve and closed on 
both Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 

Also, consider helping us out and serving as a volunteer.  
We have many “snowbirds” who have gone south for the win-
ter, so we could use your help in cashiering and bagging, 
sorting, cleaning, pricing, or stocking.  Some jobs require 
standing but others can be done sitting down.  Most require 
little training or advance experience and yet fulfill your desire 
to be social and in a good, Christian environment.  We would 
love for you to join us by picking up a volunteer form at the 
store, checking with your church office for an application or 
giving us a call at the store at 715-421-2030.  We do have an 
online sign up you can check out.  Look for the link on St. 
Paul’s website, www.stpaulswr.org, under the Serve tab. † 

School  
· In memory of Randy Pahl’s mother, Margaret Pahl, 

given by Vernon & Betty Meyer, Kathy Jackson, and 
Randy & Carla Mayes 

Organ Fund 
· In memory of Randy Pahl’s mother, Margaret Pahl, 

given by Bev Pecher, Jim & Jeanne Jackson, and Larry 
& Veronica Klish 
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Phone: 715-421-3634 
E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 
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New Year’s Eve Communion Service 
Friday, Dec. 31 at 6:30PM 

 

Epiphany Worship Service 
Thursday, Jan. 6 at 6:30PM 

 

Monday Worship Services Resume 
Monday, Jan. 10 at 6:30PM 


